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No. 24. 
No. 24. Silver Bed-room Candlestick with Crystal Salver. Real size. Mr. Durm, Archt., Carlsruhe. 



Various. 



To Cleanse Brass. 



Rub some bichromate of potassa fine, pour over it about twice 
the bulk sulphuric acid, and mix this with an equal quantity of 
water. The dirtiest brass is cleaned in a trice. Wash immediately 
in plenty of water, wipe it, rub perfectly dry, and polish with 
powdered rotten-stone. 



Toilet Flower -Vases. 

The season of flowers is at hand, and Art-manufacturers have 
prepared various novelties for their reception in town and city 
houses. Our attention has been directed to several issues of the 
Works at Worcester — the Royal Porcelain Works, the Art-director 
of which , Mr. R. W. Binns , has certainly effected more improve- 
ments in British porcelain than any other artist of his time. These 
elegant and graceful vases are of very varied forms. The hand 
holding a cup has been some time known; it has been subjected 
to changes. A dove bearing a vase is exceedingly attractive, and 
is sure to be popular. The three in one occurs in several forms, 
being in use chiefly for violets ; another is a group, a smaller vase 
"overlooked" by two large and taper holders, for a bunch and 
single flowers; another consists of seven stems, each of which is 
des.tined to hold a rose; in another eagle's claws bear up the vase; 
another represents a horn supported by goat's feet, a bird at the 
point; another is a sort of plate of refined character on a tripod, 



the indentation in the centre containing the water for the flowers. 
We have named a few of the ingenuous ''novelties" that court 
acceptance at the coming season; they meet all tastes, and have, 
each, some special recommendation. The firm at Worcester has 
obviously made great efforts to obtain pre-eminence in this parti- 
cular class of Art-produce; though comparative trifles, they are 
home essentials. It is, therefore, of the highest importance that 
they should be good in design and execution: and they are so. 



Flooring Tiles and Slabs made from Slate Refuse. 

The immense accumulation of refuse in the slate quarries has 
induced M. Sebille to convert it into paving tiles and other useful 
articles. The slate, with a certain proportion of river sand and 
pitch, all reduced to powder, is Heated by steam, then poured into 
moulds of the form required, and then subjected to hydraulic 
pressure. The tiles or slabs are then cooled in water, and the upper 
surfaces ground smooth if required. The density of these slate 
tiles varies between 2.2, and 2.5, they are not readily affected by 
acid or alcaline solutions, and will bear a temperature of about 
160° Fah. without injury. The process, is said to be cheap, and 
the artificial stones produced are harder than the slate from which 
they are made. Scientific American. 



